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Sry OF SUMTER. 


This city, situated in the county of the same name and 
called after General Thomas Sumter, who shed lustre on 
South Carolina in the Revolution, occupies a level site on 
sandy soil, one mile in every direction from the Court 


House Square as a centre: The land slopes gently on ~ 


three sides towards small watercourses, ensuring good 
drainage. Except in a few low spots, no water ever stands 
for more than an hour after even a heavy rain. There are 
fifteen miles of streets, with elevated sidewalks, lined with 
several varieties of oaks, which grow luxuriantly in this 
porous soil, and constitute the chief natural beauty of the 
city, 
RAILROADS. 


Sumter is now entered by the Wilmington, Columbia and 
Augusta Railroad, the Central of S. C., the Manchester 
and Augusta, and the Charleston, Sumter and Northern, a 
road now completed to Darlington, and soon to reach Ben- 
nettsville,, where it will connect with the Cape Fear and 
Yadkin Valley Road, and through it with the great 
Robinson system, North, East and West. The Manchester 
and Augusta is soon to be carried across Santee River to 
Orangeburg, thence to Augusta, with probably a line direct 
to Savannah, or possibly to Jacksonville or some other 
point in Florida. A road has also been surveyed to 
Camden, which, in time, will almost certainly be built. 
These roads give to Sumter almost unequaled facilities for 
transportation. The rates to Sumter are the same now as 
are given to “through” points, a fact readily appreciated 
by all who know what that means. : 

At the meeting on April 1oth of the Directors of ine 
C.S.& N. R. R., it was definitely determined to erect the 
Company's Machine Shops at Sumter. This means a 
direct and immediate increase of population of not less 


: 


business, and_ building for the accommodation. of rat aK 
o +3 a ay af 


employees. 


transacted in Sumter, the following figures may be relied | on- 
asaccurate: Ten car loads of lumber are ¢ Ship eae every ay 
in the year, on an average. 


Fifty tons of Fertilizers have been’ received’ ‘daily, this <4 


2 pak 


season at this point alone. 


The average monthly freight receipts, are $17,000. The : 
passenger receipts, monthly, « are P5000; a ae, 
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SUMTER’S NEIGHBORS. 5 9" 2 

Sumter is distant from Columbia 43 miles, an hour's ride; 
from Charleston’94 miles by the Coast Line, and gq by the 
C. S. & N.; from Wilmington 150 miles; from Georgetown 75 
miles; from Augusta 125 miles. Ten passenger trains, 


carrying also mail and express, and as many freight trains, — 
supply Sumter with sufficient transportation in every direc- 


tion, giving her access to three seaports within easy reach, 
and putting her within ten hours ride of the summit of the 
Blue Ridge, within ten hours of Atlanta, within 15 hours 
of Washington, and 24 from New York. 


HEALTH. 


The health of Sumter is unsurpassed. The death rate is 
as low as that of any city in the South, and lower than 
most. Sumter enjoys a blessed immunity from epidemics 
of any sort. Malarial diseases are rare, and are always 
traceable to some exposure that might and should have 
been avoided by a careful person. Sumter is desirous of 
comparing statistics in this respect with Camden, Columbia, 
Aiken or any other “health resort” for invalids from the 
North, and with any city in the South for those who are 
seeking a place to settle in, where they can enjoy good 
health, and at the same time make profitable investments, 


CLIMATES ; a 


The climate of Sumter is that of the upper pine belt of 


South Carolina. The mean temperature is 63 degrees. Fah. 
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The average daily range of temperature is the same as 
that of the important health resort of Santa Barbara, 
California, about 15 degrees. Within ten miles of the city 
one begins to climb those picturesque slopes known as the 
High Hills of Santee, which belong to the remarkable ridge 
of highland which, beginning in North Carolina, runs 
South-easterly into and through this State, Georgia, Ala- 
bama, and, as some geographies represent, even into Texas. 
This is a part of the same ridge on which Aiken is situated, 
and the day is coming when on the summits of the High 
Hills, as on those of Aiken, shall be seen handsome hotels, 
and the villas of the wealthy tourist and settler come to 
breathe “the terebinthinate and healing odors” of the great 
pine forests that watch over these sanitoriums of Nature. 

The hotel accommodations of Sumter have been ample 
up to within the last two years. Since that time the hotels 
and boarding houses have been overrun, and so great has 
been the demands for increased accommodations that a 
company has been formed to erect a $50,000 hotel, at once, 
with all modern improvements, where particular attention 
will be paid to tourists, who will find here just what they 
want, and what they have had heretofore at places not 
possessing half of Sumter’s advantages. 


ARTERIES OF TRADE. 


The City of Sumter is approached by seven great public 
roads, having innumerable branches, by means of which the 
people of the county have access to this, their county seat. 
With a population of 43,000, with property returned for 
taxation at considerably more than $5,000,000, producing 
more than 60,000 bales of cotton, 1,000,000 bushels of corn, 
small grain and rice, with lands fertile and easily cultivated, 
with pine, oak, hickory, gum, poplar, cypress, holly, and 
other forest woods, with numerous watercourses utilized for 
ginning and milling, Sumter County is naturally one of the 
richest and most productive agricultural districts of the 
State. It is upon this firm foundation of a wealthy and 
constantly enriching back country, that the trade of the 
City of Sumter is based. It draws trade from Kershaw, 
Darlington, Florence, Clarendon and Williamsburg also, 
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but from the county of its own name, is its main nou 1 ee 
ment taken, and so accommodating are her merchants, ~— 
with the great facilities and inducements, in the way of 
low prices, that they are able to offer, that there is no 
danger of the city’s trade being taken from her by any 
competitor. On the contrary as her history shows, her 
trade is constantly increasing. It rose from $2,500,000 in 
1889, to $4,500,000 in 1890, and during the season now 
drawing to a close, not fewer than 30,000 bales of cotton 
alone have been marketed here. With the increased 
territory rendered tributary to this city by the extension of 
railroads now being made, it is only reasonable to suppose 
that this large volume of business will be considerably 
increased during the current year. It is estimated that 
within a radius of thirty miles, with this city asa centre, 
not fewer than 150,000 bales of cotton are produced, and 
Sumter confidently expects to increase her cotton receipts 
during the coming season from 30,000 to 40,000 bales. 

It is proper to add that the county contains 850 square 
miles of territory and is free from debt. 
a 


CITY PROPERTY. i i 


Fs 


The property of the city was returned for taxation last 
year at $1,500,000. There will be an increase this year of 
$200,000, and probably more. 

In 1883 the town property was valued at less than a half 
million, and the yearly sales at three-quarters of a million. 
Seven years later the property in the city had increased 
300 per cent. and the yearly sales 600 per cent! The city 
owes $8,000, a mere bagatelle. Her yearly income is 
$20,000. She has the best electric light system inthe State, 
running 40 arc and over 600 incandescent lights, with a 
growing demand which necessitates the putting in of a 
larger plant. A contract has already been signed with a 
New York firm for a complete system of waterworks, the 
water to be taken from an Artesian well, and the contract 
has been entered into for the construction of a Street 
Railway along the principal streets and to the several 
railway stations. 
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Industries Existing. 


Besides these, of industries already established, Sumter 
has a Cotton Factory consuming about 1,000,000 pounds of 
cotton annually. 

A powerful Cotton Compress. 

A twelve-ton Ice Factory. 

A capacious Bottling Works. 

Three complete Machine Shops. 

One Fertilizer Factory. 

Two large Planing Mills. 

One Sash, Door and Blind Factory. 

Two Brick Factories. 

Three Cotton-ginning Establishments. 

One Candy Factory. 

A Fernoline Factory will be erected here at once. 

Also a Factory for manufacturing matting from the 
fibre of pine straw. 

In conjunction with this last, a Soap Factory. 


Industries Wanted. 


Sumter wants and offers inducements to the following 
industries, viz. : 

’ Warehouses. 

Other Cotton Factories. 
Hosiery Mills. 

Box Factories. 

Wagon Works. 

Agricultural Implement Works. 
Broom Factories. 

Cotton Gin Factory. 

Candy Factories. 

Buggy Factories. 

Furniture Factory. 

Foundries. 

Sash, Door and Blind Factories. 

The manifest advantages possessed by Sumter for the 
manufacture of cotton goods of all kinds, and for their 
shipment, should have the due consideration of investors, 
and the many and excellent hard woods with which our 


eionies whereta such Be are worked up. One fants 
particularly to be observed is this—Sumter has never 
fathered. any wild-cat schemes, and whatever has been done 
here, has been effected by Sumter’s own men and money. 


RELIGIOUS ADVANTAGES. 


The religious advantages of Sumter are as great as those 
of any city of its size in the South. There are large and es- 
tablished congregations of Roman Catholics, Episcopalians, 
Methodists, Baptists and Presbyterians. The Lutherans 
have organized a mission, and secured a lot and some 
money fora chapel. The Israelites are ministered to regu- 
larly by The Rev. David Levy, of Beth Elohim synagogue, 
of Charleston. There are also two Methodist, one Baptist, 
and one Presbyterian Churches for the colored citizens of 
Sumter. 


SCHOOLS. 


The schools of Sumter have long been favorably known 
throughout the State. The Sumter Institute, a chartered 
Collegiate School for young ladies, the St. Joseph's 
Academy, a Roman Catholic Collegiate School, have been 
established for many years, and have educated thousands 
of our young women, in whole or in part. Within the last 
two years an admirable system of public schools has been 
in operation under the able management of Supt. J.-B. 
Duffie. The enrollment has reached 650 pupils during the 
current year, and the influence of the system has drawn to 
it numbers of pupils from the county. The contract has 
been given out for the construction of a first clast school 
house to cost $14,000, which the Board of Commissioners 
hope to have in readiness for the tall term of the scheol. 
There are also several private schools for young men 
preparing for business or college, and a kinder-garten 
taught by a young lady who thoroughly understands her 
business. It will thus be seen that the educational interests 
of the rising generation are well provided for in the 7 
Cock County. 
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SOCIETIES AND FRATERNITIES. 

As contributing largely to the. social interests of the 
city, should be mentioned the several fraternities repre- 
sented here. The Masons have a Blue Lodge and a 
Chapter,.and are about to-.erect a handsome Masonic 
Temple to cost $12,000. There are also lodges of the 
‘Knights of Honor, the Knights and Ladies of Honor, the 
American Legion of Honor, the Ancient Order of United 
Workmen, the Knights of Pythias, the Independent Order 
of Good Templars, and a number of secret societies among 
the colored people. 

Ss BANKS, * ETC.: 


There are in active and successful operation the Simonds 
National Bank and the Bank of Sumter, each with a capital 
of $75,000, and two Savings Banks. run under the direction 
of the two Banks named above. 

There are two Building and Loan Associations in opera- 
tion, one about to wind up, after a most successful career, 
and one that has been running about 27 months, whose 
stock commands a large premium. ; 


REAL ESTATE VALUES. 


Real Estate has advanced 300 per cent. in many instances, 
and still offers an excellent investment. Not less than 
$200,000 worth of building has been done since January Ist, 
1890, and still continues with unabated vigor. The style of 
houses is also improving. . 

Several Land and Improvement Companies have been 
instrumental in developing new streets, and opening lots to 
investment, while many private parties are buying and 
building houses for sale or rent at reasonable figures. 


PRESS. 


The Press is represented in Sumter by the Watchman and 
~ Southron, the Sumter Advance, the Freeman, all- weeklies 
es curerted and having a’ wide influence. 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


The mercantile interests of the city are in the hands of 
a wide awake Board of Trade which has already done much 
for the promotion of Sumter’s welfare and progress. 
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OTHER THINGS. 


A Telephone line is in process of construction. “i poe 

The Sumter Light Infantry is the crack military company __ 
of this section. ; 

There are several Real Estate Agencies in the city, one 
of them publishing a valuable monthly, the Sumter Trade 
Fournal, in the interests of their business and of the city. 
Investment brokers and others who conduct a general 
brokerage business also find profitable occupation here. 


GENERAL SUMMARY. 


To sum up, 
Population of Sumterin January 1887............ 2,709. 


= “ = “ October 1890...........% 4,285, y 
& te “. “May 1891...:5. ee 5,213. : 
Volume of business in 1885.................$ 750,000. ; 
te < “188 7ec4.: Bedcntoos eee 1,000,000. ” ; : 
6 IGSB) cos: ue Meee 2,500,000. 
oe - ss o B90) 2 ihn ick eeets eee 4,500,000. 
Value of taxable property in 1885............ $ 500,000. - 
Cisne + = * LSS Thi, <6 eee 750,000. 
< Ee ‘ eS EDO So sais mire 1.500,000. 
2 : gay tos! Re re eA 1,750,000. % 


These figures speak for themselves. They tell not a 
story of baseless “boom,” but steady and substantial devel- 
opment. Verb. Sat. 

AND REMEMBER! 


Persons seeking investments here have every inducement 
offered them. To any dona fide investor whose business 
helps the city as well as himself, ground is given away, suf-_ 
ficient for his purposes, and a hearty welcome extended. ~ 

Comparatively small as yet, Sumter is cosmopolitan in 
sentiment, and does not inquire where a man comes from, 
but what he proposes to do, and receiving a satisfactory 
reply, extends to him the hand of fellowship and friendship, 
and receives him warmly into the ranks of those who are 
determined to make Sumter not only the Game Cock City, 
but Cock of the Walk ! 

















YHE COURT HOUSE, SUMTER, S.C. 
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